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Meeting Minutes 
Duralie Coal Community Consultative Committee Meeting 

Thursday 7 August 2014 
 

Attendees: 
Margaret MacDonald-Hill CCC Chair  Doug Gordon Duralie Coal Pty Ltd  
Ms Lisa Schiff  Great Lakes Council Michael Plain Duralie Coal Pty Ltd 
Alan Fisher-Webster CCC Member  Glen Thomas SLR - invited speaker 
Donald Carroll  CCC Member   
Rod Williams  CCC Member  
Tony Tersteeg  CCC Member 

 
1.  Site Tour 
 
A site tour was undertaken of the Stratford Coal Mine including the Roseville West Pit, Bowens Road North Pit, 
rehabilitation areas, irrigation areas and the CHPP.  
 
2.  Welcome and Apologies 
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 1:05pm. 
 
Apologies: Cr Karen Hutchinson, Brian Eastoe, Tony Dwyer 
 
3.  Declaration of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
 
Ms MacDonald-Hill declared that she is the Independent Chair, approved by the Director-General of Planning & 
Environment, a member of the Mine Subsidence Board, a member of the Minister’s Arbitration Panel, and Chair 
of the ministerial committee of AGL (Hunter CCC) and Chair AGL’s Camden Gas Project CCC. 
 
4.  Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 8 May 2014 were confirmed. 
 
Moved:  Rod Williams; Seconded:  Tony Tersteeg. 
 
5. Business Arising from Previous Meeting 
 

1. Action Item 1 (Deferred):  Great Lakes Council and DCPL to discuss offset area traffic management issues 
and report back to the CCC. 

 
DCPL advised signage has been installed in accordance with letter from GLC. Lisa Schiff advised council 
intend to provide further advice on the recommended traffic control measures in the Duralie offset areas. 
 

2. Action Item 2:  The Chair to contact the Department of Planning and ask why the rehabilitation area is 
being classified as BSAL. 

 
Refer to correspondence in Attachment 1. 
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3. Action Item 3:  DCPL to review dust lift off in mine wall failure area. 
 

DCPL provided advice that an inspection of the area had been undertaken and procedural changes 
implemented when working in unacceptably dusty dig areas. Advice was forwarded to the mining 
contractor about what they need to do in those circumstances.   
 

4. Action Item 4:  DCPL to provide feedback on noise and to provide the Committee with a better 
understanding of noise, how it is dealt with and monitored.  

 
DCPL arranged for Glen Thomas from SLR Consulting to attended the Duralie CCC meeting and provide a 
presentation on noise management. SLR, formerly Heggies, have been involved with the Duralie Coal 
Mine for considerable time and have undertaken the noise impact assessment associated with the 
current modification. Mr Thomas’s presentation is provided in Attachment 2. 
 
The committee thanked DCPL for providing the expert noise advise. 
 

5. Action Item 5:  Duralie Open Pit Modification to be discussed further at next meeting. 
 

DCPL advised the exhibition period for the Duralie Open Pit Modification has been completed and DCPL 
are now waiting on advice from DP&E. 
 

   New Action Item 1:  Duralie Open Pit Modification to be discussed further at next meeting. 
 
 

6. Action Item 6:  DCPL to investigate and respond in relation to the blast on Monday 5 May. 
 

Information provided. Refer to meeting presentation. 
 

7. Action Item 7:  DCPL to investigate and report back on rusted barb wire from Mr Fisher-Webster’s 
property. 

 
Information provided. Refer to meeting presentation. 
 

8. Action Item 8:  DCPL to respond in relation to Evaporative Water Disposal. 
 

Information provided. Refer to meeting presentation. 
 

New Action Item 2:  DCPL to report on any new noise mitigation measures which have been 
implemented and found to be effective. 

 
9. Action Item 9:  DCPL to draft a small print media for consideration of the Committee.   

 
Deferred to next meeting. DCPL to considered GBF monitoring as topic in print media. 
 

Deferred Action Item 3:  DCPL to draft a small print media for consideration of the Committee.   
 

10. Action Item 10:  DCPL to gather details on Committee Members and place on website. 
 

Committee members’ details have been collected and will be placed on the Duralie Website. 
 

6.  Correspondence 
 
Out: 
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 29/5/14 - email to DP&E re BSAL classification 

 6/6/14 - email to CCC on DP&E response 

 7/7/14 - forward to CCC notification of blast event from DCPL 

 24/7/14 - forward BE email on Karuah Catchment Management Plan for Community Consultation 

 

In: 

 5/6/14 - email response from DP&E 

 7/7/14 - email from DCPL notification of blast event 

 9/7/14 - email from Brian Eastoe on Karuah Catchment Management Plan Community Consultation 

 

New Action Item 4:  Chair to draft letter to Deb Delaney GLC regarding the Karuah River 
Catchment Management Plan. 

 
7.  Company Reports and Overview of Activities 
 
DCPL presented the Company Reports and Overview of Activities. 
 

1. Progress at Mine:  Good quarter for production, low rainfall.  Mining at northern limit in Clareval pit and 
now progressing downwards. 

 
2. Environmental Projects/Activities including monitoring and community complaints: (refer to presentation 

for further detail). Discussed by exception. No new action items raised. 
 
8.  General Business 
 

1. Lisa Schiff asked about the status of the visual screen works. DCPL advised all works have been completed 
in accordance with letters from GLC and DP&E. A final close out letter was remaining to be sent to DP&E. 

 
2. Donald Carroll acknowledged appreciation for the funding towards community works in Stroud however 

questioned the lack of the recognition for DCPL’s community funding in the recent GLC community 
newsletter. 
 

3. Tony Tersteeg commented that he was disappointed in GL Council in their appropriation of $100,000 to 
the skate park in Stroud which confirmed his distrust with the altered process to the original when the 
CCC were more involved.   

 
No further business 
 
Next Meeting date:  6 November 2014 at Duralie Mine site at 1.00pm. 
 
Meeting closed at 3:00pm. (Site tour undertaken after meeting) 
 
Summary of Action Items from this meeting 
 

1. Action Item 1:  Duralie Open Pit Modification to be discussed further at next meeting. 
2. Action Item 2:  DCPL to report on any new noise mitigation measures which have been implemented and 

found to be effective. 
3. Deferred Action Item 3:  DCPL to draft a small print media for consideration of the Committee.   
4. Action Item 4:  Chair to draft letter to Deb Delaney GLC regarding the Karuah River Catchment 

Management Plan. 
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Attachment 1: Biophysically Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL) letter 
 
The following correspondence is in response to Action Item 2 from the May 2014 CCC Meeting. The information 
below was received by the Chair. 
 

All, 

The Department of Planning and Environment have replied to my enquiry regarding the rehabilitation 

area of the mine being classified as Biophysically Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL).   Below is the 

response for your information: 

Yancoal is correct in that lands within existing Mining Leases do not need to go through the BSAL gateway 

process.  The Department has checked the maps of BSAL attached to the Mining SEPP and Yancoal have 

accurately transferred the information to the map provided to the CCC. These maps were based on data 

held on other maps which obviously have not been revised in the time that the mine has been operation. 

 However, the BSAL process contains a verification process that anticipates that mapping is not always up 

to date or completely accurate. There is no prospect of the SAL maps in the mining SEPP being revised in 

the near future, but ultimately the mapping doesn’t matter.  The issue of whether they need to get a Site 

Verification Certificate or not (and whether they need to go through the Gateway) hinges on whether they 

are looking to expand outside their existing Mining Lease.  Page 14 of the second attachment has a good 

graphic of the different scenarios.  Therefore it is the Site Verification Certificate that ultimately matters 

and will deal with historical anomalies, such as that so rightly identified for the Duralie mine site. 

I hope this is of assistance to the committee members and thank you for bringing this matter to the 

Department's attention on their behalf. 

The website has quite comprehensive information on BSAL & Gateway matters: 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/initiative/strategic-regional-land-use 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/initiative/strategic-regional-land-use
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Attachment 2: Noise Presentation – Glen Thomas SLR 
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